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Shifting back into ‘America First’ gear 


At Asia conference, Trump’s on-again, off-again 
meeting with Russia’s Putin is scrubbed 


By Julie Hirschfeld Davis 
and Mark Landler 
The New York Times 


DANANG, VIETNAM » President 
Donald Trump on Friday vowed 
to protect U.S. interests against 
foreign exploitation, preaching 
a starkly unilateralist approach 
to a group of leaders who once 
pinned their economic hopes on 
a regional trade pact led by the 
United States. 

“We are not going to let the 
United States be taken advantage 
of anymore,” Trump told business 
leaders at the Asia-Pacific Eco- 


nomic Cooperation forum in Da- 
nang, Vietnam. “I am always go- 
ing to put America first, the same 
way that I expect all of you in this 
room to put your countries first.” 

But taking the stage at the 
same meeting immediately af- 
ter Trump, President Xi Jinping 
of China delivered a sharply con- 
trasting message, championing 
more robust engagement with the 
world. Xi used his own speech to 
make a spirited defense of global- 
ization, saying relations among 
countries should be “more open, 
more inclusive, more balanced, 
more equitable and more benefi- 


cial to all.” 

Trump’s remarks were strik- 
ingly hostile for an audience that 
included leaders who had sup- 
ported the Trans-Pacific Partner- 
ship, a sweeping 12-nation accord 
that was to be led by the United 
States, from which Trump with- 
drew immediately after taking of- 
fice. 

And it indicated the degree to 
which, under Trump, the United 
States — once a dominant voice 
guiding discussions about trade 
at gatherings such as APEC — has 
ceded that role. 

Even as he was railing against 
multilateral approaches, the re- 
maining 11 countries in the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership were negoti- 
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President Donald Trump embraces Vietnam War veteran Max Morgan of 
Santa Clarita at an event honoring vets in Danang, Vietnam, on Friday. 


New Cal Baptist University 
arena wows Crowds 


Center on Friday night. “This is like something you see on television. ... 


PHOTOS: ANDREW FOULK — CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 
Cal Baptist University hosts Cal State Dominguez Hills during the Lancers’ inaugural basketball game at the new CBU Events 


This is fantastic,” said fan Sheila Conte. 


The $73 million, 153,000-square-foot, 5,050-seat CBU Events Center 
is a hit with fans and students on a night 


By Brian Robin 
preps@pe.com 


he second-row, cen- 


ter-court season 


seats Carl and Sheila 


Conte were hap- 


pily sitting in at the new Cal 
Baptist University Events 
Center in Riverside would be 
anything but cheap seats — 
were they at any other venue 


in Southern California. 


Except at $250 per seat 
for seats that not only come 
with VIP food service, but a 
camera’s-eye’s view of CBU 
men’s basketball coach Rick 
Croy’s instructions to his 
players and occasional fur- 
rowed brow, these really are 


“cheap seats.” 


“This is like something 


you see on television. Some- 


thing like this has never 


been in Riverside before. 


This is fantastic,” Sheila 
Conte said. 


“This is a fantastic venue. 
It’s the best venue in River- 


venue for 40 or 50 miles 
around,” said Carl Conte, a 
retired elementary school 
teacher in the Alvord Uni- 
fied School District and for- 
mer assistant girls bas- 


Cal | Baptist University coach Rick Croy talks to players during a 
timeout in their game against Cal State Dominguez Hills. 


ing with an 80-63 victory for 
the CBU women’s team over 
Cal State San Marcos and 
welcomed a raucous near- 
capacity crowd for the CBU- 
Cal State Dominguez Hills 
men’s game Friday night. 

The “worst” seat in the 
5,050-seat Events Center is 
pretty much an oxymoron 
— as Palm Desert’s Linda 
McAuliffe, perched in one 
corner of the Events Cen- 
ter with her husband, Mike, 
and daughter Bronwyn 
could attest. 

“The old arena (Van Dyne 
Gym) was very, very tight 
and dark. This is spacious 
and this has all kinds of ex- 


citing things going on,” said 
McAuliffe, whose daugh- 


Notre Dame and King high 
schools, who has followed 
CBU for 10 years. 

And the Contes’ VIP-esque 
seats, which they said they 
“lucked into,” display one 


ter Haley is a CBU sopho- 
more. “I was really blown 
away when I walked in. I 
thought I was in a profes- 
sional arena.” 

The team store is fes- 
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Veterans 
find relief, 
take risks, 
with pot 


By Brooke Staggs 
bstaggs@scng.com 
@JournoBrooke on Twitter 


It’s daytime outside, but in the 
Los Angeles warehouse owned by 
THC Design, a cannabis grower, 
the room is pitch black, a dark- 
ness that tricks young marijuana 
plants into producing more buds. 

That’s why, as he trimmed the 
plants, Steven Passmore wore a 
headlamp with a green bulb, the 
color chosen because it wouldn’t 
shock the valuable plants. 

But Passmore didn’t under- 
stand the anxiety that he began 
to feel. 

As he moved from plant to 
plant in the dark room, with the 
green lamp, he began to feel like 
he was a soldier again, back in 
the desert of Iraq, helping his 
patrol dodge roadside bombs 
as mortars went off all around 
him. Soon, without realizing 
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Volunteers 
place ‘A Flag 
for Every Hero’ 


Patriotic volunteers from the 
Inland area spent Friday morn- 
ing putting flags on every grave 
at Riverside National Ceme- 
tery in preparation for Veter- 
ans Day. 

The worthwhile effort was 
dubbed “A Flag for Every Hero,” 
and the red, white and blue 
banners waving above the 
meadows of deep green grass 
are truly breathtaking. LOCAL 1 

« “Taking Care of Our Vet- 
erans” offers an in-depth look 
at those who served in our na- 
tion’s military. NEWS 4 

= As we honor our veter- 
ans, columnist David Whiting 
says we must recognize that we 
are failing far too many of our 
young men and women who 
have served. NEWS 10 
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Aryanna Quiroz, 9, of Riverside 
places flags at gravesites Friday 
at Riverside National Cemetery. 


